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Budget Cuts 
Where Did All Our Money Go?  
By Dakota Blackstone 
 
 Lately, our school hasn’t been getting as much money as we used to. To 
be precise we have lost about $1500 per student from the beginning of last 
year to now. With exactly 459 students, Business manager, Bob Borbe says,” 
you can do the math.” Due to budget cuts, our school has had to lay off 
teachers, custodians, instructional aids, library technicians, and administrators. 
The school budget is so low the parents have to help pay for any school 
activities, like sports, art, and band. The Forestville Education Foundation is 
also working hard to raise funds. If the cuts keep up who knows what we’ll 
do. However, there is something you can do.  You and your family can write 
to the legislative office explaining our situation. If you do they might listen 
and help not only our school but maybe some of the other schools who are 
having money issues. Or you can just plain donate. 

 
Mr. Terrell and His Wife Have Adopted a Son 
By Ethan Auch 
 
 In November Mr. Terrell and his 
Wife adopted a child named Juan 
Gabriel. Juan’s favorite sport is 
soccer. He loves to play and watch 
Dora the Explorer.  Mr. Terrell said, 
“I think that all children need love”. 
The processes in adopting a child are 
really hard. You have to take many 
classes that may take up to three 
months. You need to take CPR, have 
a safe house, and lock up any things 
that may harm him such as alcohol, 
chemicals, and any sharp things that 
he may hurt himself on. It is really 
tiring and hard to adopt a child. 
“Adopting a child is very rewarding” 
said, Mr. Terrell. 
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is published by the students of the  
Forestville Union School District 

 
Please turn in submittals at school office or e-mail 

them to jbertero@forestvilleusd.org  
            
 

Advertising: 
 Requested donation  

(Business card size 2” x 3.5”) 
$30 per issue or $100 per year  
Thank you for your donations. 

For information contact  
jbertero@forestvilleusd.org 

 
 
 

Each of the following students was 
responsible for the reporting, writing, 

photography, editing, and formatting of 
this publication. 

 
 
 
 

Tony Alverado, Jaimie Beach, 
Dakota Blackstone, Molly Dungan, 

Sofie Johnstone, Sam Kang,  
Stefani Lopez, Amanda Raffety, 
Dillon Saltzer, Madison Terry, 

Ethan Auch 
 

��������	
��
��� �
�

�������������������
�������
������������
��

�

	�������� ������ �
�

����!����"!���� #����$�����%�
����!��&���!��	�������

��

������������	
������	�
��� �
�

�����# �������'����(����)� �'��*�)�
 $+!����������
��!$$����(��
���� +��(&���"$���!���+!���,�

�������#�!�+�"�����(�!(��+!��
!�+�"�� ���,��$�����(�������,�

�	����,��$���!��������,����-�

�

�������.�#����� �
'''-����������� �+-��( �

�
 



Published by the Students of the Forestville Union School District                                                      Jan. 2010 

 3 

 

Limo Lunch Cruise!    
By Jaimie Beach              
   
 The limo lunch cruise was on Friday, November 
13th 2009.This year students had to sell 12 magazines to 
win this amazing prize. The students went to Round Table 
Pizza in a black stretch limo and had a choice of having 
either pizza, salad, or a sandwich all including a soda and 
a bag of chips. Our school has been giving away a limo 
lunch cruise as a prize for the magazine sale for at least 6 
years! 18 People went on this exciting trip! There were 
about 9 or 10 kids from the 6-8th grades and about 11 from 4 and 5th grade. The chaperones were Peggy Pamatmat, Elizabeth Koebsell, 
and Kristen Fish. “I had so much fun. The limo was amazing and the food was really good, too.” Said Rachel, excitedly. Madison 
Terry went on to say, “It was really fun and I felt like a celebrity in the limo! The limo driver was very nice and so were the people at 
Round Table.” A lot of kids played video games and everyone had a great lunch!” said Kristen Fish.           

 

Ms Aldridge Plays Water Polo  
In a KAYAK! 
By Amanda Raffety 
 

Ms. Aldridge came home very happy from her water polo tournament. Did you 
know that it was in a kayak? The tournament was in Los Angels, and everyone plays in a 
kayak. It was a three day tournament. Ms. A took 1st place for the U.S.A. competition, 
and took 2nd for the world competition. Canada won that one. Ms. A said, “I made a lot of 
new friends there.” 

Ms. A said that it was very hard because she had to play with guys and they are 
very aggressive. She is the only teacher that she knows of who plays water polo in a 
kayak. She has done this for about 1 year. She also is a river rafting guide.  I wonder if 
Ms. A could teach her dog, Pi, how to kayak!!!! 

Kate Aldridge is pictured below (center) with 
her kayaking water polo team. 
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Hard Times for Our School 
Little Ways That You Can Help  
By Miette Kringen 

 
As you may have heard, our school is in a bit of a financial crisis.  Here are some 

ways you can help out. eScrip is a website where you can register all or any one of your 
existing debit or credit cards for use in the program. According to www.escrip.com , 
participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen group, based on purchases 
made by you, just by using the cards you have registered. Your purchases are tracked and 
available to you online, allowing you to see just how much you are earning on your child's 
behalf!  The Safeway Club card is a great source of revenue for our school.  Register your 
card on-line and the Forestville Education Foundation gets 2% of everything you regularly  
buy at Safeway. 

 
 
Another program is the Community Smart Card where you pay a small fee for 

shipping and receive a free card.  According to www.communitysmart.com, you can “choose a 
school or charity in your community that you would like to support and make a difference 
with your everyday shopping at participating merchants.”   

 
 
 
 

Students can also participate in helping our school by 
searching for box tops on your everyday items like cereal boxes and 
brands such as Ziploc, Kleenex, Huggies, Hefty, and many Betty 
Crocker foods. Soup labels (UPC codes from products) are also still 
accepted and should be taken to the classrooms along with the box tops, 
and put it the classroom “box top” bucket. We appreciate any efforts 
and donations for our school and hope parents will have fun getting 
involved! 
  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Spirit Week                                                              
A Week Full of Surprises 
By Jaimie Beach 
 
 Spirit week was held from Oct 26-Oct 30 2009. Spirit week is a week dedicated to being 
crazy and having fun. Our school normally does this every year. This quarter’s leadership class 
organized it. Everyone was happy that this came on the week before Halloween, because everyone 

was in the mood to dress up! Monday was “Opposite” day (gender 
switch, etc.). Tuesday was “Decade” day! Most people wore 60’s 70’s 
80’s and 90’s.Wednesday was “dress like a teacher” day, but for teachers it was dress like a student day! 
Thursday was dress as your “Favorite Athlete/Sport” day. Friday was Crazy Day! Most people wore their 
Halloween costumes but others wore INSANE outfits. “I had a great time I can’t wait for the next one!” 
said Dillon. Molly said, “I had a great time! And I think that everybody in the school was laughing at all 
the pretty costumes. I can’t wait for the next one!”  All in all most everyone had fun. Many people can’t 
wait for the next one! Great job leadership class! 
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Singing for Seniors  
By Jaimie Beach 
   
 On Thursday, Oct. 15, Mrs. Humrich’s 3rd grade class took a walking field trip to the Methodist Church where Forestville’s 
senior citizens were eating their lunch. The kids sang pumpkin/Halloween themed songs for them. Mrs. Humrich has been taking 
students on this type of field trip for 26 years! She goes 3-4 times a year. In preparation for this trip, students made song books with 
songs revolving around what’s going on, such as seasons and holidays. Gracie and Logan both said their favorite song to sing was 
Skin and Bones. Jenna and Rudy both said their favorite song to sing was Ghost of Tom. “I think I made senior citizens feel happy”, 
said Gracie. All in all the 3rd graders had a fun time. 
 
 

Gender Switch 
Who’s who? 
By Dakota Blackstone 
 
 Mr. Anderson’s 3rd period history 
class got yet another party. They got another 
300 points. Every day the 7th and 8th grade 
classes get awarded a certain amount of points. 
Not the P.E. class though. They could have 
chosen from watching a movie, reading, or 
they could have saved up their party points and 
had a big Christmas Party. However, they 
decided to do a gender switch party. The boys 
dressed up like girls and the girls dressed up 
like boys. Besides dressing up, they played 
dodge ball. Bri Mansell said, “It was really 
fun, we got to dress up and adopt new names 
and personalities.” 
 
 
 

 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Free and Affordable Medical Services for Children 
 

Occidental Area Health Center 
3802 Main St. 
874-2444 
Russian River Health Center 
16319 3rd St. Guerneville 
869-2849 

Russian River Dental and Mental Health Services 
16312 3rd St. Guerneville 
869-2933 
Sebastopol Community Health Center (New!) 
6800 Palm Ave., Suite C2 
824-9999 

 
All centers accept Medi-Cal, Medicare, Healthy Families and most private insurances.  

 Sliding scale also available. 
Immunization clinics for all childhood immunizations ($5 donation requested, $10 per family) 

 
For information and application assistance on Healthy Families Program, which provides full medical, dental and vision insurance for 
$4 to $17 a month, please call Holly at 874-2273 ext 249 or Christina at 874-2273 ext 126 (Se habla español).  A family of 4 can earn 

up to $4,600 per month. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Classroom Contest 
Teacher  

Box 
Tops  

Soup 
Labels  

Total  

(pre-3rd)    
Matsumoto 467 428 895 
Anderson 142 628 770 
Huberty 284 279 563 
Humrich 348 61 409 
Umino 149 21 170 
Mork 44 51 95 
Preschool 40 5 45 
Porter 21 3 24 
    
    
    
    
(4th-8th)    
Hegenbart 711 301 1012 
Pola-
Hoard 225 234 459 
Graves 343 75 418 
Swanson 210 162 372 
Nelson MJ 236 45 281 
Aldridge 242 7 249 
Huberty 77 17 94 
Nelson D 37 1 38 
Hayden 13 0 13 

 
 

 
 
                                 
 
                                    

 

Box Tops 
&  

Soup Labels 
 

Classrooms 
Compete 

For Pizza Party 
     

 These are the new official 
standings for the race for the 

pizza party. If you want to help 
your class, bring your box tops 
and soup labels from home and 
put them in the “Box Tops and 
Soup Labels Bucket” in your 

classroom. 

(Kate, Sarah, & Ryan’s mom) 
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Students Choreograph Dances in 7th Grade P.E 
By Sofie Johnstone 
 

 On October 30th, 2009, Ms. Beseda’s 7th grade PE class had a dance recital! Ms. Beseda let the 7th 
graders work in groups of up to 8 to create their dances. Ms. Beseda said, “I decided to let the 7th graders 
create their own dances because the PE standards show that in 7th grade, students should be able to come up 
with their own movement routines and patterns. Dance is a big risk for a lot of students as some kids don't 
feel very confident in dance. Most students dread dance but in the end most really enjoy it.” She explained 
how she taught the dance class. She said, “This was a about a 3 week unit of dance. Everyday I taught a new 
dance and then at the end of class for the last 15-20 minutes the groups had time to practice their dance 
routines.” The groups all got to choose the song they wanted to perform their dance to. Some songs that the 
groups chose were, “Party in the USA,” by Miley Cyrus, “I Want Candy,” by Aaron Carter, “Thriller,” by 
Michael Jackson, and “Fire Burning” by Sean Kingston. All in all this was a very fun project! 

 

 
What Would Happen? 
 By Molly Dungan 
    
 If we didn’t recycle our world would not be pleasant. Did you know recycling has only 
been around for ten years? In those ten years people have still not caught on to the concept of 
recycling. That’s why I’m writing this article. Not enough people are educated about recycling. 
Sixth grader, Nicole Scohy said, “I want to learn what would happen if we didn’t recycle at all, but 
I don’t want to learn the hard way!” I believe that global warming will become worse and maybe 
kill off some plants. Littering contributes to the extinction of animals and plants we love, like 
polar bears and great red woods.  Bonnie and Nicole commented that people who litter are not bad 
people, they just don’t think about what they are doing. Recycling is very important to our world. 
Being educated about the environment is the first step toward a clean future!  
 

 
Fun with Pumpkins                   
By Dillon Saltzer 
 

 On 10-21-09 Mrs. Huberty / Mrs. Fox’s class, Mrs. Porter’s class and Mrs. Umino’s 
class went to the Adobe Pumpkin Patch farm. Most the kids said that they had a great time. The 
things that they saw there was a giant hay pile that was in the shape of a castle with a giant slide 
going from the top of the hill to the bottom! The pumpkin farm had a jumpy house which 
sounds like fun. There was Jake Cholkos’s favorite part, the hay ride! He said. “The hay ride 
went right by Indian corn crops and went really fast.” They saw a corn maze that looked like a 
castle and Brooklynn Hayes said, “It was a great adventure with a lot of hay.” After all those 
fun things that these lucky kids got to do, they got to chill out with some apple juice and 
cookies. Samantha Saltzer said her favorite part of the field trip was having lunch, because she 
got to be with her friends and talk about all the fun things they got to do. At the end of the field 
trip they got to pick one pumpkin each. Haley Miller talked about the baby pumpkins that were 
at the farm. “They were green, red, and yellow and of course orange pumpkins.” It sounds like a 
great harvest fair field trip.       
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Harvest Fair 
Allows Kids to Have Fall Fun 
By Sam Kang 
 
 On October 23, 2009 the students from preschool to 3rd grade attended the in-
school Harvest Fair. The Harvest fair was full of activities to do from fishing and apple 
bobbing, to cake walks and ring tossing. Talking to and seeing the kids really showed 
me that they had so much fun! Even Mr. and Mrs. Huberty’s little daughter Sofia was 
there in a lady bug costume! There was a snack and drink bar and popcorn machine. 
Everyone also got to get tractor rides! Last but not least all the students got to get 
pumpkins grown here at school! All in all this was really fun Harvest Fair. I also want 
to give credit to those helpful volunteers! Katie Specht who organized the Harvest Fair, 
Mrs. Alvarado, Mrs. Cozine, and Mrs. Saltzer were only some of the volunteers! Once 
again thank you volunteers, the kids had a blast! 
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Review Page 
Dying to Meet You  
A Book Review 
    By Stefani Lopez 
 
         Have you ever read a really good book? Well I have and it is called Dying to Meet You 
and it is a new book in the school library. It is by Kate Klise and illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. 
It takes place in a summer home and the main characters are a writer named Ignatius B. 
Grumply who has to take care of an 11 year old child named Seymour Hope. There is also a 
ghost named Olive C. Spence which is Seymour’s guardian. It is about a writer that rents a 
haunted house for the summer, but doesn’t know that it is haunted and needs to write a book. 
The ghost and the child hate the writer and the writer hates the child and the ghost too. Then 
they start to get along better and better as friends and the writer and the ghost start to write a 
book together. After they are done writing the book Olive wants to leave because they were 
going to buy the house and she thought they didn’t need help anymore. Now, you will have to 
find out weather Olive will stay or not for yourself. I recommend this book for 5th through 7th 
grade students. 

 
New Moon-The Twilight Saga 
A Movie review 
By Dakota Blackstone 
 
 World renowned author, Stephanie Meyer has done it again. With five books and one movie already out, this new one is a hit. 
With $140.7 million in tickets sold, this one was more popular than Twilight. With a new director, Chris Weitz, word on the street is 
that it is a lot better than the last movie. Kristen Stewart plays Bella Swan, a teenage girl whose boyfriend is a vampire. That vampire, 
Edward Cullen, played by Robert Pattinson, decides Bella is in too much danger because of him. So instead of talking about things 
with each other, he decides to leave her. Taylor Lautner plays Bella’s close friend Jacob Black who tries to help Bella through these 
hard times (romantically). This movie is fast-paced and exiting with a perfect balance of action and romance. It made me feel excited, 
and some times mad. Since it is rated PG-13 I would recommend it to people 13 and over. 

 
The Benchwarmers 
A Movie Review  
By Tony Alvarado 
 
 This is a story about 3 older guys (nerds) that have been picked on and want to learn 
how to play Baseball. The first guy is Gus Mathews “Gus Bus” and has a wife that is going to 
have a baby. The second guy is Clark and he’s the paper boy for the neighborhood. The third 
guy is Richie who works at the video store. He also has a weird brother named Howie. Howie is 
afraid of the sun. He also hasn’t gone out of his house in 6 months. Gus wanted to challenge a 
little league Baseball team that he thought weren’t a good team. Gus took Clark and Richie with 
him, but Clark and Richie didn’t know how to play. They practiced for 5 minutes, and then the 
little league team came and started the game. First at bat was Richie and he chopped at the ball, 
and Gus said, "Don’t chop at it, it’s not a sword," then Richie said, "your not a sword." If you 
want to see how this movie ends, then I definitely recommend that you go and see it. 
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The Halloween Dance.    
By Jaimie Beach                                       
   
 Did you go to this years Halloween dance? If you didn’t you don’t know what you missed! If you 
did, you know exactly how awesome it was! Almost everyone was dressed up in great costumes from scary 
to silly to everything in between. Some of the highlights of the night were the costume contest and the 
snowball dances. A snowball dance is when people sign you up with someone to slow dance. After the 
costume contest the volunteers working the snack bar gave away free ice-cream! Everyone had a great 
time! “I had so much fun! The dance was amazing!” said Bri. “I loved when they played Don’t Trust Me, 
it’s my favorite song!” said Faviola Ruiz. “The person with the best costume was definitely Remy!” said Brent Rivera. “The most 
popular songs to me were Don’t Trust Me and Low because everyone was dancing and singing along when those songs came on!” 
said Madison Terry. Remember, if you want to continue going to great dances like this one, remind your parents to volunteer! For 
more information contact Diane Hughes at DHughes@forestvilleusd.org   
 

 
Canned Food Drive  
Main Source for Food Kitchen 
By Tony Alvarado 
  
 The canned food drive first started in 1990. It is the main supply of canned foods for the food bank at Forestville Meadow 
Church. The food bank provides to over 80 local families. All students at Forestville School, From PreK-8th grade bring cans. Students 
were encouraged to bring cans to their class rooms through December 14th. The Leadership class collected the items on December 16th 
and a member of the church took them to the food bank. They store the cans in the food bank where families come every other 
Monday to get food. Thank you to everyone who donated items. 
 

 
My Trip to Hawaii  
By Tony Alvarado 
 
 When I got the airport I got to see planes takeoff and ate food at the airport and I also saw  the plane workers putting gas in 
the plane. When the plane took off, I saw a good view of the San Francisco Airport. Once we got to Hawaii we went in circles just to 
find our timeshare by the beach. When we got there I did all of my homework. On the next day we took a ride to north shore and ate 
the biggest shrimp in the world. I got to meet the actor of scream and his name is Kenny Kuang. On Tuesday we went down to 
Samoan Fia Luow and ate good food and saw Hawaiian guys dancing with fire. 
  I went to the big mall in town and bought two shirts at a store called Crazy Shirts. Once we got back to the timeshare, my 
ma’s friend made us raviolis. I loved the ravioli dinner that my Ma’s friend made for all lf us. On Wednesday we went down to the 
pool and enjoyed the water because it was really warm. The wind and rain is warm because of the sun.  
 On Thursday I went on a boat and saw dolphins and Whales in the Ocean. After the boat we went to Ross and got some shirts 
that were Hawaiian. We went back to the timeshare and ate a dinner that was really good. On Friday in the morning my Grandpa and I 
went down to the Lagoon and enjoyed the water, because the water is really warm. 
 On Saturday we went to the movie and saw something about football, it was really good. After the movie we went to a place 
where they sell shirts of the Hawaiian Football team. I bought one of the shirts for my brothers, cousins, and my parents. We went to a 
place where they sell Italian Food, after that we went to get gas and then went to the Airport. At the airport I bought a lot of stuff for 
my family. When we boarded I said goodbye to Hawaii and everything else. 
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Sixth Grade Volleyball Tournament  
6th Grade Girls Cheer Each Other On 
By Molly Dungan 

 
 This year’s 6th grade girl’s volleyball tournament was held at Brookhaven. Our 
girls did not win their first game but that didn’t stop them from trying. 6th grader Christina 
Hamner said, “In order to win the game you need to be aggressive, call the ball, and focus.” 
“We lost three to twenty-five.” said Christina. Even though their game didn’t go to well the 
girls were cheering each other on. Coach Beseda said, “We played ten games all season and 
finished off with a tournament at Brookhaven.”  Those girls were kept on their feet. Beseda 
said “We had so much improvement from our first game to our last game. We had a very 
small team of seven players. We finished strong in the tournament against Santa Rosa 
Christian and ended up losing the match by only two points. The girls played great.” Sounds 
like those girls played hard the whole season and they never forgot to keep trying! 

 
 
Forestville’s Got Talent 
By Molly Dungan  
 
 This year we had a wonderful talent show! It was called Forestville’s Got Talent, based on 
America’s Got Talent. It started off with Gabriel Specht and Jake Cholko. They really know how to 
groove! The hosts were Madison Ming, Tess Brain and myself, Molly Dungan. Angela Halverson, sixth 
grader said, “My favorite act was Hope Hanson singing the National Anthem. I wasn’t even scared when it 
was my turn!” We had many acts in the show including karate, a fashion show, and lots of amazing singing 
and dancing. The last act was seventh grader, Jaimie Beach. She said, “I had so much fun because I got to 
close the show and normally eighth graders get to do that.” Even though these people were not onstage they 
deserve a round of applause. Our prop “masters” Emma Zeigler and Erin Eck. Tech people, Ethan Auch, 
Evan Hatton, Kyer Huffstutter and Cori Bertero. Microphone wranglers, Alexis Pamatmat and Rachel 
Company. And last but not least, our adult volunteers, Peggy Pamatmat, Dianne Hughes, and Jackie 
Bertero just to name a few. It was a fabulous show and if you didn’t make it this year make sure to go next 
year for more fun! 

 
French Party: A Big Hit!  
Mr. Terrell’s Class Has a Blast Learning French 
By Sofie Johnstone 

 
On Friday, December 12th, Mr. Terrell’s 7th grade French class had a French desert “party.” Mr. 

Terrell decided to have a French party because he thinks “… food is the best way to experience the culture of a 
country.” Mr. T. learned to speak French in high school, and took a trip to France when he was 16 years old. 
He really liked teaching the kids about French food and how it is different from American food. His favorite 
French dish is chocolate croissants and hot chocolate. Some of the dishes that people brought in were crepes, 
chocolate ganache, chocolate mousse, blueberry tarte, cream puffs, and 2 apple tarts. Bri Mansell said, “Oh 
gosh, I love ganache!” She also said, “The delightful taste of the crepes dances lightly across the palate.” Chris 
Pamatmat said “The crepes are good.” The highlight of this event was when a student (who shall remain 
anonymous) spilled whipped cream all over Ms. Nelson! All in all this was a great event. Bon appetite!  
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Kids to Perform Mulan Jr.  
By Sofie Johnstone  

 Disney’s Mulan Jr. (Music and Lyrics by  Matthew 
Wilder and David Zippel and Stephen Schwartz and Jeanine 
Tesori and Alexa Junge Music Adapted and Arranged and 
Additional Music and Lyrics by  Bryan Louiselle Book 
Adapted and Additional Lyrics by   Patricia Cotter Based on 
the 1998 Disney film MULAN and the story FA MULAN by 
Robert D. San Souci)is a story about Fa Mulan, a young 
Chinese woman who through a struggle and journey 
eventually brings honor to her family in a very untraditional 
way. The story of this brave woman has been told for nearly 
two thousand years, and many believe Mulan was a real 
person. Some of the characters in this play are Mulan, Fa 
Zhou, her father, Fa Li, her mother, Grandmother Fa, her 
grandmother, Shang ,the captain of the army, Chi Fu, Mushu 
the dragon, Yao, Ling, Qain-Po, Shan-Yu the Hun leader, 
Mulan's ancestors, and the Matchmaker.  
 Mrs. Huberty has been directing the spring musical 
for about 14 years. She said, "I have always wanted to do 
Mulan. It was one of my choices for this year and I am very 
happy it turned out to be this year's show." Her process of 
choosing the play goes like this; "I see a lot of shows, read 
books, and check out the popular theater websites such as MTI 
and Samuel French. I also check what other schools and 
theaters are doing around the country while researching. It is 
always hard choosing a play and I am always second guessing 
myself. But it is a relief when I finally choose and I get very 
excited and nervous. I usually feel pretty good about the 
decision once it is made." This play is scheduled for March 
19, 20, 21, 26, 27, and 28 th. Tickets are $7. Hope to see you 
there! 
  

5th Graders Visit the Chabot 
By Sam Kang 
 

Recently the 5th graders from Ms.Hegenbart’s and 
Mrs. Pola-Hoard’s classes went to the Chabot Space and 
Science Museum in Oakland. They went by bus of course, and 
what a long ride it was, about 2 ½ hours! They went because it 
was part of their Astronomy units. They stayed for about 4 
hours and they saw two IMAX movies along with doing 
experiments, seeing objects from space, and even observing 
diagrams of planets, and the moon. Emily Eck, a student from 
Ms.Hegenbart’s class said, “My favorite part was to see the 
meteors that fell on Earth millions of years ago.” Ryan 
Kitchens from Mrs. Pola-Hoard’s class said, “I really liked the 
first IMAX movie because it felt like you were experiencing 
zero gravity, while the astronauts were there.” Overall they 
had a fun experience and learned much about astronomy.  

Vegetarian Thanksgiving 
By Sofie Johnstone  
 
 Most of you probably know Ms. Aldridge, one of the 
6th, 7th and 8th grade math teachers. One fact about Ms. A that 
you probably don’t know is that she is a vegetarian. On 
Thursday, December 3rd,   Ms. Aldridge hosted a Vegetarian 
Thanksgiving! Ms. Aldridge decided to have this event 
because she says, “As a vegetarian, I find thanksgiving a hard 
holiday to for me to participate in, as far as food goes.” About 
12 people came to this event. Ms. Aldridge has held a veggie 
Thanksgiving before, but not at our school. Ms. A had been 
planning this event since early October. This event took place 
in the junior high quad in room 107. Jaimie Beach, Bri 
Mansell, and Sofie Johnstone were going to participate, but 
there was a preview of the play that they had to do. Maybe 
next year, girls!  Erin Eck, a seventh grader, brought crepes, 
and Jaimie Beach, although she wasn’t able to go, made 
cupcakes. Don’t forget that there is also a vegetarian potluck 
on the first Wednesday of every month. Hope to see you there! 

 
Winter Concert 
By Amanda Raffety  
 
 Well it was that time of year again. Mr. Johnson put 
together another winter concert. This year’s winter concert 
was December 16th 2009at 9:00am and again at 7:00pm for 
older sibling, parents, and grandparents. Our band played 
extremely cool songs. They are not very easy to learn. Trust 
me, I played the flute. We have been doing the winter concert 
ever since the school opened. Our band has been practicing 
every morning at 7:45a.m. We also had a big surprise. The 
3,4and 5th graders sang for us. It was actually really good!  
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The Harvest Moon Gala 
A Big Success 
By Stefani Lopez 
 
 The Forestville Education Foundation put a festival together to raise money for our school. It was held on Nov. 7th and was 
held at the Stone Farm which is here in Forestville. It was from 5:30 till 10:00. According to chairperson, Michael Wasson, the festival 
raised $15,800. At the festival there was food, people, items to bid on, and art work. He said that there were many people there from 
our school and community. The live entertainment was music by John Kuntz, background jazz, and live biding and there were 
competitive and enthusiastic people. There were many different kinds of foods made by a chef like appetizers, desserts, pies, cookies, 
and many more delicious foods. The decorations were very elegant, with table cloths and many varieties of flowers. While they were 
laughing, talking, and having fun there was a slide show of us working in our classrooms. There are many things that the money will 
help within the school. The money will help us with the art class, the library, our books, our materials, and many more.       

 
What’s New at the Youth Park? 
By Dakota Blackstone  

 
Some things are better old. However, some thing should be revamped. That’s what the 

committee did to the youth park. There are three twisty slides, a new seesaw and a new pair of 
swings. It’s a lot bigger and a lot better. Merritt Bean said, “It was so fun we’re going to go again, if 
our mommy will let us.” They both especially loved the turn hoops. The turn hoops are two circles 
where you use momentum to turn yourself around. Every color of then rainbow was included in 
making this park. Disco, Merritt’s younger brother, said, “It was a lot funner, I liked it a lot more 
than the old one.” 
 This park is a big part of Forestville’s history. Originally built in 1960, it was supposed to be a meeting place for the annual 
Cub Scout Carnival. However, they had to find a place to put the park. So they chose Mr. Paul Speer’s 1.5 acre sheep pasture. Than 
began the building. During the months of April and May, 1960, the Forestville Youth Betterment Association promptly began to get 
ready for the grand opening .They tore out fences, started disking up the ground, dragged logs behind tractors to smooth the ground, 
graded out an entrance and exit from the highway for one-way traffic flow and they often held work party sessions at night after work 
until the wee hours of� the morning and on weekends. Later they added baseball diamonds, soccer fields, and the playground 
equipment.  

 
After School Art Class  
By Molly Dungan 
 

 Have you heard about the after school art class with Mrs. 
Padrick? Well if you haven’t, it’s on Thursdays after school from three 
o’clock pm to five-thirty pm. “The students currently enrolled in this art 
class are sculpting clay, painting, making collages,  calendars, paper 
marbling and drawing” said Clara Maddison from seventh grade. In the 
art class there is Clara Maddison, Ruby Van Dyke, Katlyn Barnes, Kira 
Kamrath and I. Katlyn Barnes and I have been there the longest. Before 
you do your art Mrs. Padrick provides healthy and yummy snacks. Mrs. 
Padrick said, “We are currently working on silk scarves for relatives.” “I 
use my projects for gifts and to enter in the Sonoma County Fair.”, says 
Emily Eakins, former art class student. She said, “I like doing clay, 
drawing and dream catchers. Once I made a two feet wide dream catcher! 
I still have it hanging in my living room.” These art projects are great 
memories, gifts and contest winners. If you like hands on art, then this 
class is just for you. 
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8th Grade Phase Change Project 
Mr. Hayden’s 8th Grade Science 
By Stefani Lopez 
 
 Mr. Hayden’s 8th grade science class spent three days in November on a 
special project. They did a project on the changes of the state of matter and called it 
The Phase Change Story. There were groups of about four people and ½ of the class 
did comic strips and some were done by themselves and the other ½ of the class did 
skits. They learned how the particles of matter changed and it helped people 
remember how it changes. It was important and it was fun for them to do. Some of 
the skits were on video and Casey Bauer and others took pictures. They did very 
hard work on their projects. 
 

 
Why Get Good Grades? 
By Dillon Saltzer 
  

 Why do you think your parents tell you to get good grades? Well so you’re smart for 
one, but did you know that you can get a full ride scholarship into collage for having good 
grades. These days going to collage costs thousands of dollars. Imagine not having to pay all 
that money so you can save that up for a car or a new house! Also if you go to college you 
have so many job opportunities and if you go to the right collage you can have almost any job. 
Anthony Pellinacci is going to collage soon and has great grades and s getting a full ride 
scholarship to his college and now not having to pay a penny. With all the money he saved, he 
was able to buy a really good laptop, and parts for his new car! He wouldn’t have any of that if 
he didn’t get good grades. Only 29% of people in America go to collage. Most of those people 
who don’t go to collage don’t go because they don’t have enough money, but if they had good 
grades, maybe they could.   

 
 
The Jelly Belly Factory 
Mmmmm! 
By Dillon Saltzer 
 
 Mrs. Graves and her class got to go on a field trip to the Jelly Belly Factory! At the Jelly Belly 
Factory they went on a tour of the place and got to wear special hats. On the tour they saw how they 
color the jelly beans, and package the jelly beans. Then they got to sample some of the jelly beans and 
that was some of the kid’s favorite part. Then they got to go to the gift shop and get jelly beans, jaw 
breakers and other great candies for the rode to eat and show off at home. The Jelly Belly factory 
sounds like a great place for yummy sweats.        
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Mrs. Padrick Travels to Italy  
By Dillon Saltzer 

 
Are you going to Italy or dream to, well this is your lucky story. Mrs. Padrick got to go to Italy and she told me a few things 

that caught my attention. Her travels began in Florence, Italy, where there were beautiful churches and famous museums like the 
Uffizi.  In the Uffizi museum, the ceilings of rooms and hallways have beautiful frescos and each room is filled with famous paintings 
and marble sculptures.  In the courtyards are marble sculptures by Michelangelo, Donatello, and other famous sculptors. One really 
interesting thing she said was that there is history all over the place. A regular house could have centuries of stories. There was a lot of 
Catholic or Christian based paintings.  For centuries, the Medici family ruled the Florence area. They would pay artists to paint large 
oils for the churches, ornament their piazzas with marble sculptures, and create buildings for them.  In the center of Florence is the 
Duomo, a domed cathedral that is an architectural wonder created by Brunelleschi and finished finally in 1430. 
  Then Mrs. Padrick went to Venice and toured the canals on a boat looking at the old architecture of the villas on the water 
and visited museums.  She visited many villas in northern Italy made by a famous architect, Palladio.  Our United States White House 
is modeled after one of his designs.  

Many towns are walled cities that gave protection to the people in medieval times.  Sienna is a walled city and I learned that 
once a year there are horse races in the piazza and it is very dangerous. Roads in walled cities are so narrow that you can barely get a 
car through, so cars are not allowed.  Then she got to enjoy some wonderful food, Italian style. Mrs. Padrick is so lucky she gets to 
have that memory of getting to see all the wonders of Italy.  
 

Mrs. Thompson Says so Long to Second Grade 
And Says Hello to Intervention Teaching  
By Madison Terry 
 
 This fabulous 2nd grade teacher that many kids and staff know and love has stopped teaching 2nd grade!  Mrs. Thompson has 
taught 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades for thirty years, and is known for giving her students silly nicknames! Every year, students in her class get 
to make up their own nickname. For example, Jeremy Pearson was Mr. Turkey Toes and Reid McDivett was Mr. Disco Dog and much 
more silly names! Mrs. T herself is Mrs. Turtle Lips! Some siblings even had similar nicknames! Robert Hampton was Mr. Rat 
Whiskers and his little sister, Katrina, was Miss Mouse Whiskers.  
  After all of the fun and silly years with discoing dogs and mouse whiskers, Mrs. Thompson is now the intervention teacher 
for the lower grades. She helps little kids with math and other subjects that need a little extra help “I took this job because I decided to 
work part time and this position opened up,” says Mrs. T.  
  “It is also great to work with kids that need extra help.” Mrs. T plans to stay on as the intervention teacher. She likes the 
change and knows a lot of the kids. She claims she is as “happy as a clam!”  
 

Dia De los Muertos 
Day of the Dead   
By Madison Terry 
 
 Have you lost someone special or close to you?  Do you know that there 
is a day specifically to celebrate the ones you have lost? It is called The Day of the 
Dead or in Spanish, Dia De los Muertos and it takes place in Mexico, Spain, and 
Puerto Rico. This ancient holiday, that takes place on November first and second, 
goes way back to ancient Rome and the Aztecs. It is meant to celebrate and honor 
the deceased and departed and to come back to earth to see living family members. 
For this special holiday, students in 7th grade made an ofrenda, a Spanish word for 
a shrine, with memories and pictures of their past family members. Students made 
skeletons, poems and colored their pictures. Gabe Velasquez brought in a cat statue with all of the names of his their past cats. Sam 
Ford said, “My grandma really liked to sleep, so I would have brought in a pillow of hers.” 
“My grandpa’s favorite food was chili and I brought in a can of chili,” said Ethan Colburn. Other students brought in pictures, the past 
people’s favorite clothing or food. 
 This special holiday is not to be afraid of, it is meant to be a fun way to celebrate your past loved ones!  
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My Trip to India  

Exploring an Exotic Country 
By Sam Kang 
  
 From October 27, to November 20, 2009 while you were all doing homework, I was 
taking a vacation in India. Wow! It was very fun! Starting from when I arrived on Indian soil 
to when I left, my vacation was unlike any other I’ve taken. The plane ride was terribly long. 
From then on I had a lot of pleasurable moments, from meeting family to exploring the 
everyday life of India. I even got to walk under an elephant for good luck, which was a bit 
scary. I also got to ride this bicycle-like carriage called a ‘rickshaw’. Riding the rickshaws 
really gave you an ‘inside look’ at the various types of transportation available. 
 But by the far the best part of my trip was watching a tradition Indian wedding. The 
day of the wedding was long, but fun. From early morning to late at night I was dancing, 
partying, exploring, and eating. One cool part was that I was something like the best-man, but 
I didn’t have much what the best-men here do. I just got to hang out with my cousin and his 
wife, and get my picture taken a lot. After the wedding I went to meet more members of my family and get to explore different places. 
The saddest part of my trip was when I had to leave. I had so much fun talking to my family and seeing the country, that I was just so 
mad I had to leave.  

 I left the city I was staying in by train to India’s capital, New Delhi. The 
geography of India is mostly farmlands, with lots of train tracks. In fact India has the 
4th largest railroad system in the world. Along with a population of 1.2 billion 
people, that makes India the 2nd most populous country coming after China with 1.3 
billion. I highly recommend you to try to take a trip to India, you won’t regret it! Just 
a little advice, never judge a building by it’s outside look.   
 The Indian culture is different than the American culture in many ways. 
Some of them being that weddings are very long, traditions start usually 4 days 
before the wedding and don’t end until the wedding party. People are very religious. 
Religion is taken very seriously in India. There’s no one there that doesn’t believe in 
a religion. For a 12 year old boy in India life would be different for him than it 
would be here. The boy would have to go to 16th grade then start high school, ending 
college at about 23-30 years old. They would also start school at 3 years of age. 
School days go from Monday to Saturday, every week. Now there are a lot of poor 
people in India. So if there was a 12 year old poor boy he would probably be going 

to a convent school, which was really cheap and helpful for families who were poor. Education was one of the first resorts for life and 
helping the family. Parents really wanted their children to study and help support the family when older. The reason I call India exotic 
is because here when I talk to my parents I talk in a language most people don’t understand. But in India when I talk in my native 
tongue people understand me. I’ve never been to a whole country that understands what I say. It just surprises me how everyone lives 
normal lives, how there are so many diverse cultures everywhere you go. It’s like a mini-America. 

 
Mrs.Koebsell’s Book Sale 
Raising Money for the Library 
By Stefani Lopez 
 
 The amazing Mrs. Koebsell held a book sale to save the library and to keep it open. She raised 
$700 and it all went to the library. It was held on November 16th, 17th, and 18th of 2009 which was a 
Monday thru Wednesday and was before and after school. Mrs. Koebsell said that parents, 
grandparents, and students donated books to the book sale and said that there were 1000s of children’s 
to adult books. The hard cover adult books were $5, paper back adult book were $2, chapter books 
were $1, and children’s picture books were 3 for $1. There were many people who helped were Liana 
Crouch helped work at the sale, and Kevin Koebsell helped carry the boxes of books down and back from 
room 108. The book sale was exciting for many people at this school and around town. 
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Town Tree Lighting 
A Family Tradition 
By Madison Terry 
 
 On November 29, the annual town tree lighting happened in down town 
Forestville from 4:00pm to 6:00pm when they lit the tree. This tradition started in the 
1950s when the volunteer fire department put up a small tree at the old Shell station, 
which was most recently the Fleurish Gallery. A retired firefighter by the name of 
Jack Williams  “arranged” for Santa Claus to arrive in a fire truck with stockings 
filled with fruit and walnuts for the children. For a long time, there was no tree. 
About fifteen years ago, the Chamber of Commerce sponsored a tree and it was in 
the same spot it is today! This event today is still a sponsored event by the Chamber 
with all the volunteers and donations funding it. They get the tree from lots of 
different tree farms. This year the Chamber got it from the “Spirit of Christmas.” The 
Chenoweth family transports the tree, Timberline Tree Service installs it, and Kim 
Horn, along with us, the students of Forestville School, decorates it with the hand-
painted gourds.  
 For my family, this event has always been a tradition to go to every year. It 
is always fun to drink the delicious hot coca and run around with friends. In fact, this 
year, Amanda Raffety and Ashlie Tilden and I got to light the tree at the countdown! 
It’s a good opportunity to catch up, meet new people and eat good food!  

 
Proportion People 
By Madison Terry 

 
In Ms. Aldridge’s 7th grade directed studies, students got partnered up and created a person 

with hobbies and dreams of growing up. The students had to make a 2-d and a 3-d person. To decide 
what their person’s height and other measurements were, students measured each others height and 
other body parts and did the mean of both of them. Then, they would choose a percent. That would 
be the measurements of t heir new person!  For this project Ms. Aldridge really wanted her students 
to realize that 20% plus 100% is 120%. She also wanted them to learn the average and what the 
sizes of percents and fractions. “I found this project on NCTM, which is the National Council 
Teacher’s Mathematics.” 

Savannah Harrison’s and Madison Ming’s person was Sheniqua, who liked to cheerlead, 
and be a pro cheerleader when she grows up. “My partner was Ethan Ouch,” says Brent Rivera. 

“Our person’s name was Natalie and she liked to sing and wants to be a singer when she 
grows up. As you can see, everyone’s person had their very own personality, which is what 
Ms. A really enjoyed seeing and having in her classroom! “It was really cool to see all of 
the different personalities in the people’s person and you could tell who made it, it’s like 
some of their personality rubbed off on their person. 

This project is a very fun way to learn proportions, percents and fractions! All of 
the students and enjoyed it and learned a lot! 
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Girls Basketball Tournament Ball 
By Ethan Auch  
 
 On the week of October 26th to October 29th there was a 7th grade girl’s basketball tournament hosted at our very own 
Forestville School Multi. There were a total of 14 games. The Teams that participated were our very own Forestville School, Cali, 
Santa Rosa Christian School, Guerneville, Twin Hills, Rams, Pocs, Willowside and Windsor. All the teams were very good but it 
came down to 2 teams in the final game of tournament. It was Cali vs. Santa Rosa Christian School for 1st place. Cali one the first 1st 
place trophy as Santa Rosa Christian won 2nd.  Hosting a tournament takes a lot of times and volunteers. It took up to 9 volunteers to 
make the tournament a success. Thank you everyone for helping. These tournaments help to support our sports programs.  

 
Going Green 
A Couple Ways to go Green 
By Ethan Auch 
 
  There are many ways to go green and save a lot of money at our school. One really good way to go green is to turn off lights 
or anything that takes energy to run. Air-conditioning and heat use a lot of energy and can be cut down by adding an extra sweater and 
when it is hot out side you could get a cold drink. Forestville School has tried to switch regular light bulbs to Compact Fluorescent 
Light Bulbs. Students can take a big role in by picking up your trash and recycling paper.  

There are many ways to go green at your house and many ways to save money while going green. One way is to you are 
taking a shower don’t keep the shower on while applying shampoo and conditioner. Turning off you lights can save a tremendous 
amount of energy. Applying solar panels may be pricy but after a years worth you may get half of that money back that you spent. 
Rain Water Harvesting is one of the most recommended ways to collect water without wasting it.  

If you want to learn more ways to go green, there are several informational sites on the internet. You should look it up. 

 
The Werewolf’s Curse 
Or Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow 
By Madison Terry 
 
 On Saturday, December, 5, my family and friends and I went to see the fall play, The Werewolf’s 
Curse, or Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow and it was really great! This play is about a man, Harry Pete, played 
by Amanda Olmsted, who is bitten by a baby werewolf, and is cursed and turned into a werewolf at a full 
moon. So, he and his fiancée, Etta Greenleaf, played by Livia Charles, go to Dr. Einstein’s castle to have Dr. 
Einstein, played by Bri Mansell, lift the curse. Meanwhile, a carnival troop, led by Professor Wonder, played 
by Kelsey Sword, including a belly dancer named Bella, played by Jaimie Beach, a vampire by the name of 
Baron Gunder Biterondeneck, played by Uma Crouch, a mummy named Queen TootieFruittee, played by 
Sofie Johnstone,  and much more.  The troop comes to Dr Einstein, to get a new attraction for their troop, the 
attraction ends up being Harry Pete, the werewolf, and his wife being the monster’s mate, played by Chris 
Sword. It turns out, the Professor and Dr Einstein are together against the troop and Harry and Etta. Kate 
Kitchens, who plays Otto, Fredrick, Frida, Olaf, Heidi, Brunhilda, and Hans Doppleganger. 
 This play was very funny with a really good story line! I hope you got to see it too! 
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Important Dates to Remember 
 

 
 

Wed. 1/3 – Geography Bee for 4th through 8th graders who won there classroom bees. 
 
Fri 1/15 – Movie Night in the Multi 
 
Mon 1/18 – Martin Luther King Day – No School 
 
Wed 1/20 – Spelling Bee for 4th – 6th graders 
 
Thur 1/21 – spelling Bee for 7th & 8th graders 
 
Thur 1/21 – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
Mon 1/25 – BEST Parent Night 7-8 pm 
 
Fri 2/12 – Valentine Dance 6:45pm in Audi 
 
2/15 – 2/19 - Mid Winter Break 
 
Tue 2/24 – 4th – 6th grade Regional spelling Bee 4:30 pm 
 
Tue 2/24 - Forestville Education Foundation Meeting 6:30 pm in staff room 
 
Fri 2/26 – End of 2nd trimester 
 
Fri 3/19 – end of 3rd Quarter 
 
Fri 3/26 – Opening Night of Spring Musical – Mulan Jr. 
 
Sat 3/27 – Mulan Jr. 
 
Sun 3/28 – Mulan Jr. 

 
 
 

 


